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ÅContext

ÅForces of change

ÅSix examples of simplified VanMap

ÅFuture plans

Agenda



ÅStaff VanMap went live in 1999, public in 

2001

ÅInitial focus was on viewing data, revised 

focus was applications and data

ÅVanMap rich in data and functionality

ÅSome find it cumbersome to use, 

particularly for the casual user

The Context for VanMap



ÅSome users wanted focus and simplicity

ÅCorporate Communications wanted 

familiarity and ease of use

ÅWe wanted to keep people happy

Drivers for Change



ÅHave not abandoned traditional VanMap

ÅHave introduced multiple versions

ðSometimes single purpose

ðSometimes just easier to use

ðSometimes with a more familiar interface

How VanMap Became Simpler



Public VanMap Web Site: Starting Place



ÅVanMapLite was implemented in 2002

ðFocus on simplicity

ðImmediate rationale was for the election

ÅPNG-based and browser independent

ÅNo plug-in required

ÅMuch less data and functionality

Example 1: VanMapLite



VanMapLite Web Site



ÅStandard way to get property info was to 
zoom to parcel and double click

ÅCan get property info report without the 
map, but driven by GIS

ÅFaster and easier if map not required

ÅInternal version only at this point

Example 2: Property Information Report



Property Information Report Sample



ÅThe Road Ahead focuses on street construction 

and projects in the City

ÅEngineering developed wrapper; GIS developed 

embedded VanMap

ÅOne of the most popular components of the 

Cityõs web site

ÅPlan is to òbeautifyó VanMap component

Example 3: The Road Ahead



ÅRoad Ahead

Road Ahead Web Site

http://vancouver.ca/engsvcs/streets/roadwork/index.cfm


ÅSingle purpose map to show where 

reserved spots exist for disabled people

ÅAlso shows parking meter rate areas

ÅMotivation is simplicity and focus

Example 4: Disability Parking



ÅDisability Parking

Disability Parking Web Site

http://vancouver.ca/engsvcs/parking/enf/parksmart/disabled.htm


ÅHost City web site is designed to help 

people cope with life during the Games

ÅPrimary driver for maps was simplicity 

and familiarity (i.e., like Google)

ÅIncludes maps and other helpful info

Example 5: Host City VanMap



ÅHost City

Host City Web Site

http://olympichostcity.vancouver.ca/


ÅFocuses on community resources in the 
Downtown Eastside

ÅDriver was simplicity and ease of use

ÅPush came from community consultants 
and Social Planning

ÅIconology was particularly important

Example 6: Community Resource Mapping



ÅCommunity Resource Mapping

Community Resource Mapping Web Site

http://vancouver.ca/vanmapCommunity/


ÅOpenData is an alternative approach to 

simplification as it makes data available at no 

cost with virtually no restrictions on use

ÅFlows from Open Data, Open Standards, Open 

Source (Open3) Council motion passed in May

ÅOpenData splits data from viewer to allow 

public to do what they want with City data

Example 7: OpenData



ÅOpenData

OpenData Web Site

http://data.vancouver.ca/


ÅHave already been approached for two 
more simplified versions

ÅWill continue to simplify interface and 
move to familiar look and feel where 
possible

ÅWill continue to add more data to 
OpenData web site

Future Directions and Plans



ÅJonathan Mark
ðjonathan.mark@vancouver.ca

ð604-873-7987

ÅZsigmond Balogh
ðzsigmond.balogh@vancouver.ca

ð604-871-6650

Åhttp://vancouver.ca/vanmap

Åhttp://vancouver.ca/data

Åvanmap@vancouver.ca

Åopendata@vancouver.ca
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Road Ahead Screen Capture



Disability Parking Screen Capture



Host City Screen Capture


