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Why Open Data?



Transparency
It’s our data



Trust
Authoritative Source 



Empower Citizens
People doing it for themselves



Spur Entrepreneurialism
Innovation in the Private Sector  



It’s just the right 

thing to do 



Political 

Imperative: It’s 

the only thing to 

do 



Can Open Data deliver on 

these promises? 





Data’s nice, but 

what about our BIG 

problems?







Healthcare Sustainability Challenge



1.2%

(% of total government spending on health care in 1947)

41% 

(% of total government spending on health care in 2010)

70%

(projected % of total government spending on health care in 
2017)

Healthcare Sustainability Challenge



Education Funding Continues to Grow



Is Data good 

enough…



…when what we need is

INFORMATION?









http://www.enterpriseirregulars.com/17272/hacking-uk-politics-with-ibm-middleware-open-data-mashups-and-uh…-websphere/



Enabled by Open Data,

but MAGIC still required



It may not be enough, but 

it’s still essential



Data + Analysis = 

INFORMATION



INFORMATION 

is what we need to 

support policy and 

complex decision-making



BUILD COMMUNITY 

&

CONNECT

to

APPLICATIONS















Questions or Comments?

Kevin.Jardine@gov.bc.ca




