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Presentation Objectives

Introduce VanMap and the rationale for building 
business applications (Jonathan)

Describe and demonstrate Custom Mapping 
(Zsigmond)

Describe and demonstrate VanMap Notification 
(Meng)
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The City’s Objectives

More Betterand information

More people

More easily
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The City’s Objectives

data
business

integrate

processwith the 

GIS withand

design processthe
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Where We’ve Been

Primary product is data viewer

Primary focus was providing access to lots of 
data

Business penetration = making data easier to 
see

Developed some related applications
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City’s VanMap Directions

VanMap as integral part of business process
Exploit benefits of VanMap being a web app
Applications
– Notification
– Custom Mapping (redlining+)
– Legend Manager
– Reportal for property information
– View Cone Height Calculator
– Query Builder & Thematic Mapping
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Oracle & Oracle Spatial

Autodesk
Map

VanMap and
MapGuide OnSite

GIS Moving Forward

AppsOther
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Custom Mapping

VanMap’s
redlining tool Site
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Custom Mapping - Objectives

Web based (intranet)

User friendly

Include all basic mark up functions

Allow Saving  / editing  of custom maps
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Custom Mapping - functionality

Symbols, polylines, polygons, circles and 
text labels

Replicate map features to custom 
features

Custom Map file management -
(save/open/edit)
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Custom Mapping - Interface

File Menu Bar

Select type of 
digitization

Set attributes for 
feature in Digitization 

Form

Custom Layer Name

Digitize in map
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Custom Mapping – Digitization forms 
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Custom Mapping - Demo

Address search to Development Site
Add a Development Site polygon
Add a Site text label
Add a North Arrow symbol
Add a Notification circle
Save / re-open Custom Map
Start Demo >>
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Address search to Development Site



Web based Solutions to Infrastructure and Asset Management

Add a Development Site polygon
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Adding a Site text label
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Adding a notification area circle
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Adding a North Arrow symbol
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Saving your Custom Map



Web based Solutions to Infrastructure and Asset Management

Opening  a saved custom map
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Selecting a Custom Map to open
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Custom Map opens in Viewer
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Select properties for notification
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Pasting into MS Word
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Custom Mapping - Enhancements

Save custom map layers as permanent layers 
to staff VanMap
Expand symbol selection
Add polygon attribute options
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VanMap Notification Application (VNA)

Objective:  
VNA helps staff generate and output mailing lists of addresses based 
on a spatially defined area.

History:
GNS: Generic Notification System, Unix-based desktop on V* GIS

Users and Requirements
- Community Services Group, Engineering and City Clerk’s
- Requirements for VNA from a meeting
- Migration and replacement of GNS
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VanMap Notification - Interface components

Search for or zoom 
goto a notification area

Select a type of area

Set up the notification 
area

Choose a group to 
notify

Generate and output a 
mailing list of a chosen 

stakeholder group

Demo Next
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Locate and Set up the Area:
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Select map objects and choose a group:
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Generate Report and Save:
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VanMap Notification – Future Enhancements

1. Clip or selection mode options

2. More stakeholder groups to notify

3. Better and flexible output formats (e.g. Crystal 
Report)

4. Being able to save more notification settings

5. Better suited for a large area notification

6. To be based on Oracle Spatial 
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Summary

- Web GIS-based applications VS desktop ones.

- VanMap for promoting GIS awareness and 
usefulness in the city. 

- Challenges in both technical and management 
aspects.  
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Contact Information

zsigmond_balogh@city.vancouver.bc.ca
604-871-6650
meng_li@city.vancouver.bc.ca
604-871-6578
jonathan_mark@city.vancouver.bc.ca
604-873-7987

IT Department, City of Vancouver
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VanMap Staff Reportal
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VanMap Legend Manager Application
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VanMap View Cone Application


